
Lutherans and the Bible
Over the next 6 weeks, we will be talking about how Lutherans interpret the Bible. The 
information that will be shared will come from a variety of resources including The Book of Faith 
and a video series entitled How Lutherans Interpret the Bible by the Reverend Doctor Mark 
Allan Powell. The topics to be covered include: 

1. Word of God
2. What Lutherans Say About the Bible
3. Where the Bible Comes From
4. Interpreting the Bible in Context
5. Determining Right From Wrong
6. The Many Meanings of the Bible

It is important for us to know how to and how not to approach the Bible so that we can uncover 
the richness and newness each and every time we engage Scripture. Of course the most 
important activity is that we pick up the Bible, open it, read it and hear what God is saying to us 
today. 

Let’s start with our understanding of what the bible actually is…. the Bible is the Word of God. 
That means the Bible tells us what God wants to say to us. More specifically, the ELCA 
constitution says: The church accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
as the inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, 
and life.

How do we as Lutherans answer the question - Do you believe the Bible? Our answer would be 
- yes. But how do we answer the question - Do you believe the Bible, literally? 
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If we answer yes, that mean that we would have to believe everything that is written, from a 
literal standpoint. For example -  we believe that “the Lord is my shepherd”, but if it were literal, 
that would mean that we are literally sheep. We do believe that “the LORD is my Rock”, but not 
literally a rock.

How do we as Lutherans answer the question - Do you believe the Bible is inerrant (Do you 
believe the Bible contains no errors)? Our answer would depend upon what is meant by 
inerrant. Is it scientifically inerrant (From a scientific standpoint, is it error free)?  You can make 
that decision for yourself. The Bible says that the mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds. We 
know that scientifically orchid seeds are smaller. There are also grammatical issues in the Bible 
(see Matthew 7:15-16). But these things don’t bother us as Lutherans because we are more 
interested in understanding the Bible than proving it. We understand that the Bible says exactly 
what God wants it to say. If there are contradictions, it is because God allows it or wants it to be 
there. Our focus is about hearing the Word of God. 

How do we as Lutherans answer the question - Do you worship the Bible? 
We understand the Word of God in 3 ways: 
1. Jesus Christ; the incarnate Word
2. the message of Law and Gospel; the proclaimed Word



3. the Bible; the written Word 

Jesus is the Messiah of Israel and is above the Bible. The Bible reveals Jesus Christ to us. 
Martin Luther says that the Bible is like the manger that held the Christ child. The manger is 
what held Jesus, the place where the newborn Messiah could be found. People knelt to worship 
Jesus, not the manger.  Likewise, we worship the Christ who is found in the Bible. Dr. Powell 
reminds us that when we hear Scripture read we proclaim together - Praise to you, O Christ and 
not Praise to you, O Bible.

How do we as Lutherans answer the question - Are you Christian? Being a Christian means 
being in a relationship with Jesus Christ who is risen from the dead. Our theology 
(understanding of God and God’s activity in the world), sacraments and doctrines (set of beliefs) 
help us have a relationship with Jesus Christ. Knowing Jesus and being known by Jesus, loving 
Jesus and being loved by Jesus is what counts. We don’t read the Bible to learn about science, 
math or geography, we read the Bible to learn about Jesus Christ and to learn about right and 
wrong so we know how Jesus wants us to live. 

The Bible brings us to Christ and keeps us grounded in Christ. It is in reading, memorizing and 
discussing Scripture that God through the Holy Spirit transforms, heals, affirms, comforts and 
draws us into a living relationship with Jesus Christ and what God has done, will do and is doing 
today.


